History and Culture of the Czech Republic

Introduction
The Czech Republic is a state, l lying in the middle of Europe. Thanks to that it’s often called the Heart of Europe. It has its own distinct customs, language, holidays and many more. It was the birth place of many great rulers the likes of Charles IV or Ottokar II of Bohemia. Furthermore, many important events happened on its territory, like the Hussite movement or the Velvet Revolution. So, let’s dive right in those.
Czech beginnings
At the beginning was massive migration of people in the Migration Period. This caused the original populace occupying territory of Bohemia, to be replaced with Slavic people from the East. Later those tribes of Slavs were united by Frank Samo, who lead them as proto-empire. This was succeeded by Great Moravia, a very important nation in Bohemian development, that invited Saints Cyril and Methodius, whose heritage is the first alphabet for Czech and also created a few works of literature in Czech.
Medieval Bohemia

After the fall of Great Moravia, Bohemia formed, named after Latin name for Czech lands. The beginning of a new millennium brings many legends of how the nation was created, such as Přemysl the Ploughman. Historically it was the Přemyslid dynasty ruling. Their rule was strong and Bohemia experienced territorial growth, the peak expansion was achieved by Ottokar II of Bohemia, who managed to connect Bohemia to sea through Austrian lands, this didn’t last long and the lands were later conquered by Hungarians. The most famous and perhaps the best ruler was the famous Charles IV.

Charles IV

Charles IV was the son of John of Bohemia, John was a negligent ruler who left Bohemian lands in chaos and corruption. This changed with the coronation of Charles as the Bohemian King. He invested in the development of the capital Prague. He built the now district known as New Town, also he had a bridge built over the river Vltava, it’s also called after him. By far the most important building he built is the Charles University. It’s a very prestigious education facility that was first of its kind in Bohemia. Charles chose the policy of no wars if possible, and instead opted to gain territory by marriages or just being elected as the king. He was succeeded by his son Wenceslaus I, but his rule, although considered average, never lived up to his father’s name. Next ruling dynasty after some religious struggles became the Habsburgs and even though they were strong rulers, they never promised to be nice to Bohemians. Instead of fair share of power, germanisation happened, which nearly made Czech extinct. This was averted during the Czech National revival.
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Tomáš Garigue Masaryk
Thomas Masaryk was called the President Liberator. He was a Czech patriot, the first president of Czechoslovakia, by many he is considered the father of Czechoslovakia and is very popular even today. He was in exile during WWI but had many meetings with British and American politicians. He made and signed the Czechoslovakian constitution. Being as popular as he was, he managed to connect quite disjointed Czechs and Slovaks. His abdication came in age of 85, declaring he is too old to lead our country and he recommended his close friend and political second hand as the new president of Czechoslovakia.
1st, 2nd and 3rd republics

After gaining independence from Austro-Hungarian Empire, Czechoslovakia made friends both with the Soviets and soon to be Allies. I was the first instance of Bohemia having a democratic government. Many problems and threats loomed over the horizon. Sudetenland Germans, Adolf Hitler and WWII, Slovakia’s nationalism and feeling of being the second. Thankfully Czechoslovakia had their problem solved by Germans starting WWII and making Bohemia a protectorate. During the war we server as a large factory for German war machine. Some refugees enrolled in foreign armies to help. After the 2nd WW expulsion of Germans from Czechoslovakia happened, basically angry Czechs quite violently made Germans leave the Czech territory. Soon after we were to become a Part of SSSR.

The Czechoslovak socialist republic
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Occupation by Soviets was seen as a good thing in the beginning, but soon it became clear that no one could quite predict what was to follow. Censorship, secret police, infringement of basic human rights, ideological propaganda, etc. made Czechs quite unhappy. Also Kangaroo court cases, known as “monstrprocesy” helped to instil fear in Czechs, but the situation seemed to be getting better. In the late sixties a period of “freedom” the Prague spring caused the Soviets to fear our individuality, and they were forced to call upon the armies of Warsaw pact or face fall of the Soviet bloc. This horrific event made even the most Soviet sympathizers question their actions and beliefs. The Act seen as betrayal from our neighbours made all the oppressions as strict as they used to be. This pressure made the population unhappy and culminated in the Velvet Revolution. An act of protestation against communist government, and except few beatings of student from police and vice versa, this revolution became to be known as the most peaceful in history.
Modern Czech Culture
In Czechia we inherited many traditions from our Slavic ancestry and from being a Christian country for more than thousand years. For literature, and Czech language in general, it was very important that the Czech National Revival happened. It was a time period in which the greatest minds managed to revive Czech from being almost killed by Germanisation. Its divided into four stages. First Josef Dobrovský published his Czech grammar book in 1809. In 1817, Václav Hanka claimed to have discovered medieval Manuscripts of Dvůr Králové and of Zelená Hora, which were decades later proven as Hanka's and Linda's forgeries. Josef Jungmann published the five-volume Czech-German dictionary in 1834–1839. It was a major lexicographical work, which had a [image: image3.jpg]; % & MANY M;DRE ; ’
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great formative influence on the Czech language. (wikipedia) The whole country made a collection to raise enough money to build the National theatre to play only Czech dramas, later it caught on fire but it was quickly rebuilt. Great literary masterpieces include Karel Hynek Mácha’s Máj or Karel Jaromír Erben’s Kytice 
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Today people visit music festivals like Gravity or Rock for People. Balls are also very appealing to Czech adults post fifty. Young adults like anywhere like to go for a drink in bar. Sadly, the popularity of cinemas is only kept high by the latest blockbusters which are above average the for last year. 

Vocabulary
Succeeded - následoval

Heritage - dědictví

Negligent - nedbalí

Nation Revival- Národní obrození

Loom over – tyčit se za 

Refugees - utečenci

Kangaroo court case – konstruovaný soudní proces

Horrific - hrůzný

Betrayal - zrada

P.S. If you think something is missing, for that information visit:
https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C4%8Cesko
